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their wishes and needs are available either at their local retail stores or at other definite and available points.   That farmers have responded to consumer demands and made certain products available does not excuse them from all further responsibility.   They must make this fact known to prospective buyers before demand can become effective in taking from farmers the supply created.   The marketing system is so vast and contains so many inefficient, uninformed middlemen that large numbers of consumers would be without commodities of great service to them, were they hesitant in demanding that the products be supplied.   But how can consumers be expected to demand articles about which neither they nor their immediate local middlemen have information?    Obviously, the answer is that farmers, when middlemen fail to do so, must assume the responsibility of informing consumers that goods which will meet their needs have been created and that local middlemen will respond to demands placed upon them for these commodities.   The system of conveying this character of information to consumers and to middlemen is advertising.   Formerly, when producer and consumer lived side by side or when very short distances separated them, it was not at all difficult or expensive for the two parties to get together and inspect surplus products available for exchange. To-day getting together for inspection is economically impossible, as was shown earlier in this chapter.   Advertising economically supplies information which was formerly gained by personal inspection.   The secret of successful advertising, according to experience, lies in the care with which a grading policy is carried out and upon the dependability of such grading.   For the same reason that people return poor goods ordered on the condition that they be returned if unsatisfactory on delivery, consumers reject or fail to demand products, even though advertised, which have not been faithfully graded and standardized.   This is the reason why under mod-